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POTENTIAL QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTED. ANSWERS 
CONCERNING INGREDIENTS EQLLQWING-PUBJJ.C RELEASE OF 
THE PHILIP MORRIS INGREDIENTS LIST 


1. Why has Philip Morris publicly disclosed its list of ingredients 
when it claims that the identity of its ingredients are valuable 
trade secrets? 

ANSWER : We still feel strongly that the ingredients we add to 
tobacco in manufacturing our cigarettes are important trade 
secrets. However, recent publicity regarding cigarette 
ingredients has involved false allegations about the nature and 
use of cigarette ingredients. We felt it was important to correct 
this misinformation and to inform our consumers that none of 
the ingredients used by Philip Morris is hazardous to smokers. 

2. Why has Philip Morris previously resisted making ingredients 
information available to consumers? Weren't you concerned 
that many of your ingredients would be recognized as being 
harmful to health? 

ANSWER : Philip Morris considers its ingredients to be 
important trade secrets. We made the decision to release our 
ingredients list to our consumers because recent publicity 
concerning cigarette ingredients has spread inaccurate 
information that needed to be corrected. We believe none of 
the ingredients on our list is harmful to smokers, and that the 
entire issue of cigarette ingredients has been a "red herring." 
Even former DHHS Secretary Louis Sullivan has publicly stated 
that the issue of cigarette ingredients is of "peripheral" concern. 

3. Why are ingredients used? 
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ANSWER: Some ingredients aid in processing tobacco in the 
initial stages of cigarette manufacture. These ingredients help 
in the processing of tobacco but remain in the final cigarette in 
minute quantities, if at all. Other ingredients are used as casing 
materials or humectants. Casing materials, such as sugar, help 
to smooth and balance the taste of cigarettes, while humectants 
keep the tobacco in cigarettes moist. Finally, many of the 
ingredients are used to give individual brands of cigarettes 
their distinctive flavor and aroma. 

4. How long have ingredients been used in cigarettes? 

ANSWER: Ingredients have been used for over 150 years. 

When Europeans first learned about smoking tobacco from the 
Indians, the tobacco they smoked was flavored with citrus 
peels and other spices and herbs. In the United States, the use 
of flavorings has been a common practice since colonial times. 
Most of the principal processing aids, casing materials, and 
humectants, for example, have not changed for decades. 

5. Why are so many ingredients used? 

ANSWER: To put the number of ingredients in perspective, it 
is worthwhile to note that Philip Morris sells approximately 
250 different brand styles in the United States. The 
ingredients on the Philip Morris list are an aggregate of all the 
ingredients used in ail the brands we sell in the United States. 
Obviously not all ingredients are used in every brand of 
cigarettes. 

Furthermore, about 30 of those ingredients comprise 
approximately 99% of the total amount, by weight, of 
ingredients used by Philip Morris. The other ingredients are 
used in smaller amounts, and most of the ingredients on our 
list are used in extremely small quantities as part of flavor 
formulations. These formulations often include a number of 
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ingredients, but typical company-wide usage of many of these 
flavor components is under 10 pounds a year. This is in 
contrast with approximately 280 million pounds of tobacco 
contained in cigarettes sold by Philip Morris in the United 
States last year. The flavor formulations used by the company 
change occasionally as new products are introduced or existing 
products are reformulated in response to consumer 
preferences. 

6. The Philip Morris ingredients list does not provide any 
indication of the amount of each ingredient used in your 
cigarettes. Isn't it true that the "dose 11 is critically important to 
evaluating the potential harmfulness of cigarette ingredients? 

ANSWER : The quantities of ingredients used are extremely 
valuable trade secrets. The disclosure of quantitative 
information can jeopardize commercially valuable product 
formulas. The Department of Health and Human Services has 
asked Philip Morris and the other major U.S. cigarette 
manufactures for information regarding the quantity of each 
ingredient used. Philip Morris and the other manufacturers 
promptly provided that information to DHHS even though there 
was no obligation to do so. DHHS did not request any additional 
information concerning amounts of ingredients. Also, the five 
independent toxicologists who reviewed the Philip Morris 
ingredients were given data concerning the maximum use level 
of each ingredient, and they concluded that the ingredients are 
not harmful to smokers. 

7. Why are so many ingredients used in American cigarettes, 
when many fewer ingredients are used in cigarettes made in 
many other countries? 
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ANSWER; The very premise for this question is not true if you 
are talking about U.S. style cigarettes. This is because 
American style cigarettes are a blend of different types of 
tobacco, some of which call for more ingredients than others. 
Consequently, where American style blended cigarettes are the 
norm, there may be only slight differences in the numbers of 
ingredients used by manufacturers in different countries. 

However, there are certain countries, such as the U.K. and 
its former colonies, where smokers prefer cigarettes which do 
not contain a blend of different types of tobacco but contain 
only Virginia style flue-cured tobacco. The latter do not 
require as many ingredients to smooth their taste as do some 
of the tobaccos found in blended cigarettes. Nevertheless, 
ingredients are used in Virginia style cigarettes as well. 

8. I understand this to be a list of Philip Morris ingredients used 
in its U.S. products. Are there other ingredients not on this list 
that you use in your international products? 

ANSWER : Yes. The Philip Morris worldwide ingredients list 
would include approximately 165 additional ingredients. Our 
international ingredients list is larger because there are a 
number of brands sold internationally that are not sold 
domestically, and each brand can have its own flavor 
formulation which gives it its unique taste and flavor 
characteristics. The number of ingredients used by Philip 
Morris is relatively small when one considers we sell 
approximately 250 brand styles in the U.S. and approximately 
1,050 brand styles internationally. 

9. Why does Philip Morris use different ingredients in its 
international products? Are the ingredients used by Philip 
Morris in its international brands safe? 
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. ANSWER : First, most of the ingredients used in cigarettes sold 
in the U.S. are also included among our international 
ingredients. However, we sell many brands internationally 
that are not sold in the U.S. Each brand has unique taste and 
flavor characteristics and can contain different ingredients 
some of which are not used in our U.S. brands. It is important 
to note that all ingredients used internationally over and above 
those already identified on our U.S. list are specifically 
approved for use in tobacco products under the laws and 
regulations of countries such as the U.K., Belgium, Switzerland, 
France, Germany, Poland, etc. 

10. Are ingredients used in large amounts? 

ANSWER: About 30 ingredients such as casing materials 
(which smooth and balance the flavor of cigarettes), 
moisturizers, and major flavors (such as menthol), account for 
99% of the weight of ingredients found in Philip Morris 
cigarettes. All of the remaining ingredients that are present in 
our cigarettes occur at levels below 500 ppm (0.05%), and over 
one-third occur at levels below 1 ppm (0.0001%). Certain 
ingredients that serve as processing aids are used in volume 
during the early stages of manufacturing but their presence is 
virtually eliminated in the manufacturing process. Such 
processing aids remain in the finished cigarette in trace 
quantities, if at all. 

A larger number of the ingredients are used as aroma 
flavors to give different cigarette brands their distinctive 
aromas, but these substances are in the final cigarette in 
minuscule amounts. Most of these ingredients comprise the 
proprietary flavor mixtures, and usage of many of the 
ingredients by Philip Morris is under 10 pounds per year. 
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11. Hasn't Philip Morris started using more and more ingredients 
to compensate for the reduction of tar and nicotine in 
cigarettes? 

ANSWER: Neither the number nor quantity of casing 
materials (which smooth and balance the taste of cigarettes) 
nor moisturizing agents have changed as a result of the 
growing range of tobacco products, including the introduction 
of lower "tar" and nicotine brands. While the number of 
flavors which constitute the special aromas of individual 
brands may have increased, it is important to note that flavors 
are used in minuscule amounts, the total amount of ail flavors 
used constituting less than one tenth of one percent by weight 
of a finished cigarette. Over the last decade Philip Morris has 
significantly decreased the number of ingredients it uses in its 
products. 

12. Does Philip Morris use tobacco extracts as ingredients and 
doesn't their use increase the nicotine levels in your cigarettes? 

ANSWER : Philip Morris does not use tobacco extracts in any of 
its cigarettes manufactured or sold in the U.S. Philip Morris 
discontinued the use of tobacco extract in U.S. brands in 1993. 

Tobacco extract had been used in one brand. It is important to 
understand that tobacco extract is simply one minor component 
of a flavor formula that can be purchased from a flavor vendor. 

The nicotine contribution to a cigarette from tobacco extract is 
so minuscule that it cannot be measured using standard 
analytical methods. 

13. Does Philip Morris use nicotine sulfate to denature alcohol? 

Doesn't this result in higher levels of nicotine in your products? 

ANSWER : Philip Morris uses denatured alcohol that contains £ 

minute amounts of nicotine sulfate. Such denatured alcohol is £ 
purchased from outside suppliers. Denatured alcohol is used as 
a processing aid. Small amounts of "top flavorings" are 
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dissolved in the alcohol and sprayed on cut tobacco. The U.S. 
Bureau of Tobacco, Alcohol and firearms approves nicotine 
sulfate as the only denaturing agent that can be used to 
denature alcohol used in the processing and manufacturing of 
tobacco. There is nothing "secret" about the use of denatured 
alcohol, indeed, it is the only form of denatured alcohol 
approved by the federal government for use in the 
manufacture of cigarettes. The amount of nicotine in 
denatured alcohol is so small that its contribution to the 
nicotine in the finished cigarette cannot be measured. 

14. In his testimony before the Waxman Committee on March 25, 
Dr. David Kessler identified a Philip Morris patent involving the 
addition of nicotine to filters. Your ingredients list does not 
include filter additives. Do you add nicotine to filters? 

ANSWER : No. We have never added nicotine to the filters of 
any of our products. It is common to apply for and be granted 
patents for various ideas resulting from our research programs. 
This does not mean that the patent is in commercial use. 

15. National Public Radio last week said that the tobacco industry 
uses 13 ingredients that the Food and Drug Administration 
does not permit in foods. Does Philip Morris use any of those 
ingredients? 

ANSWER : First, we should remember that Dr. Jack Frawley, an 
eminent toxicologist, was interviewed in that NPR program and 
stated that "each and every one of the ingredients that are 
added to cigarettes is safe." The expert opinion offered by Dr. 
Frawley concerned the entire list of ingredients added to 
tobacco by the six major U.S. cigarette manufacturers including 
Philip Morris. 
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The Philip Morris ingredients list released to the public 
includes four of the ingredients mentioned in the NPR program: 
(1) methoprene, (2) nicotine sulfate, (3) mint furanone and (4) 
sdareolide. The NPR story was inaccurate in that mint 
furanone and sdareolide are both approved for use in foods 
under the Flavor and Extract Manufacturers Association's list of 
substances "generally recognized as safe." Nicotine sulfate is 
specifically approved by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms under Section 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations as 
a denaturing agent for alcohol to be used in manufacturing 
cigarettes. Finally, methoprene is a pesticide regulated by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

16. Why hasn't the identity of ingredients been provided to the 
public before? 

ANSWER: While the identity of our ingredients has not been 
provided to the public, the U.S. Government has had access to 
the list of all the ingredients used by the six major U.S. 
cigarette manufacturers. This list obviously includes the Philip 
Morris ingredients list. 

It is common for companies to guard specific product 
formulas, and Congress recognized this when it passed the • 
Federal Cigarette Labeling and Advertising Act. The Act 
requires U.S. cigarette manufacturers to submit an annual list 
of their ingredients but guarantees protection against 
disclosure of this information. The flavors added to foods, for 
example, are treated as trade secrets and need not be disclosed 
on the labels of those products. 

Philip Morris in conjunction with the five other major U.S. 
manufacturers have submitted ingredient lists each year since 
1986 in full compliance with the law. Philip Morris and the 
five other major U.S. cigarette manufacturers have offered to 
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cooperate with HHS to address any questions regarding specific 
ingredients. 

Because they contribute to the taste and appeal of 
individual brands, the identities of specific ingredients in 
cigarettes are also closely guarded trade secrets. Disclosure of 
the ingredients used in cigarette manufacture could reveal 
information about product formulas that required years of 
research to develop. The Federal Cigarette Labeling and 
Advertising Act recognizes the highly confidential nature of 
ingredients information by directing HHS to establish 
procedures to protect the confidentiality of the ingredients list. 

17. Don’t consumers have the right to know what is in the products 
they buy? 

ANSWER : The formulas of any number of consumer products 
are not treated as public information. These formulas often 
have great competitive value and require substantial time and 
expense to develop. The law therefore allows them to be 
treated as trade secrets. For example, the flavorings used in 
hundreds of foods and in fragrances are treated as trade 
secrets. 

18. Why aren’t the ingredients used in cigarettes listed on the 
package? 

ANSWER : The identities of specific ingredients used in a 
particular brand of cigarettes are important trade secrets. The 
taste of a specific brand may take years of time and millions of 
dollars to develop, and the law recognizes that such valuable 
information is entitled to confidential treatment. 

19. The list of additives which has been released by Philip Morris 
consists of those substances which are currently added to 
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cigarettes. Have any substances been phased out of use in 
cigarettes since the submission of annual lists began? 

ANSWER : Yes. Like almost all consumer products, from 
frozen foods to breads of soft drinks, cigarettes undergo 
constant change as new brands are introduced and old brands 
are modified or phased out. Modifications in cigarette 
formulations may be required to compensate for changes in 
tobacco caused by variations in weather patterns, 
environmental conditions, agricultural practices, as well as in 
response to changes in consumer taste. However, most of the 
modifications in the composition of cigarettes affect flavors 
which are already in use and which are employed in extremely 
small quantities, less than one tenth of one percent by weight 
of a finished cigarette. For many of these ingredients, the 
amount used annually by Philip Morris is less than ten pounds. 
The major ingredients change less often, and many of them 
have been used for years. 

20. Are there any substances currently added to cigarettes sold 

only in other markets, particularly Third World markets, which 
are not used in cigarettes sold in the United States? 

' ANSWER : Philip Morris does utilize ingredients in brands sold 
outside the United States that are not used in those brands sold 
domestically. All of the ingredients used by Philip Morris are 
common food additives or foodstuffs, are on the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration’s lists of food additives or substances 
"generally recognized as safe" or have been specifically 
approved for use in tobacco products by a U.S. regulatory 
agency or the laws and regulations of nations such as Germany, 
the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Switzerland, etc. A 
number of countries regulate the use of ingredients in 
cigarettes, and Philip Morris complies with all such regulations 
wherever they exist. Philip Morris sells approximately 1,050 
brand styles internationally compared to approximately 250 
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brand styles domestically; and some of these international 
brands contain different flavorings than U.S. brands. 

21. Are ingredients added to filters, and if so, what ingredients are 
added and what tests have been done to evaluate their safety? 

ANSWER : The Federal Cigarette Labeling and Advertising Act 
requires only that information be submitted concerning 
ingredients added to the tobacco used in cigarettes sold in the 
United States. All ingredients used by Philip Morris in the 
manufacture of cigarettes have been evaluated for safety. We 
believe that the addition of any ingredients to filters in our 
products is not harmful to smokers. 

22. Are the ingredients used in cigarettes harmful? 

ANSWER : Recently, five eminent toxicologists determined that 
the ingredients added to tobacco in the manufacture of 
cigarettes are not hazardous as used. Their conclusion was 
based on an independent analysis of the confidential 
ingredients added to tobacco in the manufacture of cigarettes, 
and confirms that there is no legitimate basis for the conclusion 
that the addition to cigarettes of the ingredients on the Philip 
Morris list is harmful to smokers. 

23. What evidence is there that the ingredients are not harmful? 

ANSWER : All of the ingredients used by Philip Morris in 
cigarettes manufactured in the United States are commonly 
used food additives or foods, have been reviewed by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) and are included on the FDA's 
lists of approved food additives or substances "generally 
recognized as safe" (GRAS), are on the Flavor Extract 
Manufacturers Association's GRAS list, or have been approved 
by the Bureau of Tobacco, Alcohol and Firearms or the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Considerable scientific data are available with respect to 
cigarette ingredients. Five eminent independent toxicologists 
have recently reviewed the confidential cigarette ingredient 
lists, examined extensive published and unpublished scientific 
studies on ingredients, and concluded that the ingredients 
added to tobacco in the manufacture of cigarettes by Philip 
Morris are not hazardous under the conditions of use. 

24. Are there any substances which have historically been used as 
ingredients in cigarettes that are now regarded as hazardous? 

ANSWER : Philip Morris continuously reviews the scientific 
literature concerning its ingredients. Philip Morris believes 
that there is no harm to smokers from the addition to 
cigarettes of former or current ingredients. This opinion was 
recently confirmed by a panel of five independent toxicologist 
who assessed the safety of ingredients added to tobacco. They 
unanimously concluded, based on review of the confidential list 
of ingredients and extensive published and unpublished 
studies on ingredients, that the ingredients added to tobacco in 
the manufacture of cigarettes by Philip Morris are not harmful 
to smokers. 

25. Why is there any reason to think that an ingredient is not 
harmful just because it has been used for a long period of 
time? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris continuously reviews questions that 
have arisen concerning ingredients. We believe that the 
addition to cigarettes of ingredients formerly or currently used 
are not harmful to smokers. Indeed, all of the ingredients on 
the Philip Morris list are either commonly used food additives 
or foods, have been reviewed by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and are included on the FDA lists of 
approved food additives or substances "generally recognized as 
safe" (GRAS), are on the Flavor Extract Manufacturers 
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Association's GRAS list, or have been approved by the Bureau 
of Tobacco, Alcohol and Firearms or the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

26. What effect do ingredients have on non-smokers exposed to 
cigarette smoke? 

ANSWER: We believe that the addition to cigarettes of the 
ingredients on our list is not harmful to smokers. We likewise 
believe that the addition of ingredients to cigarettes is not 
harmful to non-smokers who may be exposed to cigarette 
smoke. 

27. Have each of the ingredients been tested to ensure that they 
are not harmful? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris employs a testing program to evaluate 
the safety of cigarette ingredients. Furthermore, the scientific 
literature on all ingredients has also been reviewed. This is 
always the first step in determining acceptability. In addition, 
patterns of usage of ingredients in consumer products have 
been studied. The literature and data from ail the tests as well 
as the scientific literature demonstrate that the ingredients 
used are not harmful. As previously mentioned, Philip Morris 
has conducted its own tests which indicate that its ingredients 
are not harmful. Finally, a panel of five eminent toxicologists 
recently determined that the ingredients added to tobacco by 
Philip Morris are not hazardous as used. Their conclusion was 
based on their independent analysis of extensive published and 
unpublished studies on ingredients. 

28. What kinds of tests have been done on ingredients? 

ANSWER: The need for testing, and the types of tests to be 
conducted depend on a range of factors. There are a variety of 
accepted testing methodologies which can be used to evaluate 
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ingredients. Depending on the circumstances, the testing we 
conduct may include smoke chemistry, acute, subchronic and 
chronic toxicity studies, metabolism studies, and genotoxicity 
studies. 

29. The FDA and FEMA GRAS lists and other compilations approve 
many of these ingredients as fit for human consumption, but 
fail to address the issue of potential dangers posed by the 
burning of these substances. What research has Philip Morris 
done concerning the effects of pyrolysis on these substances? 

ANSWER; In order to answer this question, it is first 
necessary to understand what happens when a cigarette burns. 
Different types of ingredients react differently when subjected 
to heat. Most of the ingredients that are used by Philip Morris 
go into the flavoring materials used in cigarettes. These 
flavoring materials are sufficiently volatile that, before they 
get hot enough to burn, they are boiled away and transferred 
intact into cigarette smoke. Indeed, flavoring agents are often 
selected because of their low boiling point, which assures that 
their aroma properties are imparted to cigarette smoke without 
undergoing any change. Thus, if there is exposure and 
absorption, metabolism would be similar to ingestion. These 
ingredients are also used in minuscule amounts. Philip Morris 
usage of many of these flavoring ingredients is less than 10 
pounds a year. 

For many other ingredients, overall usage levels indicate 
that pyrolysis data is of low priority. Indeed, only about 30 
ingredients account for approximately 99% of the total amount 
by weight of all ingredients used by Philip Morris. And a 
number of these major ingredients are processing aids that 
remain in the final cigarette in trace quantities, if at all. Other 
ingredients which are pyrolyzed go into the casing materials - 
which smooth and balance the taste of the cigarette - and the 
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humectants -- which help cigarettes retain the right moisture 
level. 


Among those ingredients that do pyrolyze, their chemical 
similarities to tobacco leaf components, and their relatively low 
levels, suggest that they do not significantly alter the 
composition of tobacco smoke. With respect to all the 
ingredients used in cigarettes, whether or not they are 
pyrolyzed, Philip Morris continuously review the scientific 
literature. If the literature suggests the need to test certain of 
these ingredients, the company undertakes appropriate testing 
procedures. 

30. Why haven't pyrolysis tests been run for all ingredients being 
used? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris has conducted pyrolysis tests on all 
ingredients used in its products. However, it is important to 
understand that the vast majority of ingredients in cigarettes 
. are not pyrolyzed. They have relatively low boiling points, 
below the temperature of a burning cigarette, and they are 
transferred intact from the cigarette to the tobacco smoke. In 
fact, flavors are often selected for their low boiling points, 
which assure that their flavoring properties are imparted to 
cigarette smoke. Hence, for these ingredients, pyrolysis testing 
is not relevant. 

31. Are there any studies that examine the effects of the 
ingredients when they have been inhaled? 

ANSWER: Yes. Inhalation studies on ingredients have been 
conducted. These studies have shown that the addition to 
cigarettes of the ingredients tested is not harmful to smokers. 
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32. Have inhalation tests been conducted on all ingredients? 

A NSW ER: Inhalation studies on ingredients have been 
conducted where appropriate. Scientific convention establishes 
. criteria for the need for various types of testing and the 
determination of the appropriate test based is upon the 
available body of scientific information. To start with, the vast 
majority of ingredients are not pyrolyzed. They have 
relatively low boiling points, below the temperature of a 
burning cigarette, and are transferred intact from the cigarette 
to the tobacco smoke. 

Of the remaining ingredients that are subject to pyrolysis, 
testing of the pyrolysis products has been undertaken in both 
acute and chronic bioassays. The pyrolysis products are the 
aggregate of all the non-tobacco materials which are burned. 

33. What value is any test other than a pyrolysis or inhalation 
test? 

ANSWER: There are a number of other tests utilized by Philip 
Morris to evaluate ingredients that are accepted in the 
scientific and regulatory community, including chemistry and 
metabolism studies, and chronic toxicity studies, such as 
ingestion studies. Indeed, scientists routinely evaluate all 
available information before deciding what further testing is 
appropriate. For cigarette ingredients, inhalation or pyrolysis 
products tests may provide the most directly relevant data, but 
other tests can be valuable. 

34 . Are you aware of any adverse health data generated either by 
your own laboratories or available in the published literature? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris is aware of routine testing by 
government agencies, such as the National Toxicology Program, 
and in the general scientific community which evaluate the use 
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of ingredients in products including food and cosmetics, as well 
as cigarettes. While some of these studies may suggest adverse 
effects, based on a review of all the available data and 
information, Philip Morris believes that the addition of the 
ingredients to cigarettes is not harmful to smokers. 

35. Is more testing of the ingredients planned? 

ANSWER; Philip Morris conducts testing on all proposed new 
ingredients. We will continue to conduct tests on existing 
ingredients where we believe such tests are warranted, as well 
as monitor independent research findings. 

36. You have noted that various bodies such as FEMA or FDA have 
approved the ingredients for use in foods. Why does that 
matter, since those organizations have not burned the 
ingredients? 

ANSWER: The inclusion of the ingredients on lists of 
substances approved for food use by FEMA or FDA indicates 
that data have been reviewed by scientists who have 
concluded that the ingredient is suitable for human 
consumption. In addition, Philip Morris routinely evaluates 
scientific data on ingredients. The vast majority of cigarette 
ingredients are not pyrolyzed, and any exposure to such 
ingredients would be comparable to ingestion. It should be 
noted that many foods and food ingredients are subject to high 
temperatures during food processing and common forms of 
cooking, such as frying, baking and broiling, circumstances that 
are analogous to those undergone by ingredients in a burning 
cigarette. 

37. Isn't it true that the committees which compiled the list of 
approved tobacco additives in Great Britain and in Germany did 
not have much information available to them about specific 
ingredients, but rather conducted a cursory examination? 
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ANSWER: On the contrary, the reviews are independent and 
thorough. I would remind you that the Independent Scientific 
Committee on Smoking and Health in the United Kingdom was 
established under the Department of Health and Human 
services. It is also broadly recognized that the German 
government has been scrupulous in its review of the 
ingredients issue. These committees included independent 
scientists and government representatives. In developing a list 
of approved substances, they examined the evidence they 
believed necessary to make an adequate evaluation, and 
concluded that the ingredients were suitable for use in 
cigarette manufacture. In some cases, the committees had 
available to them a large body of evidence, including test 
results. In other instances, a smaller amount of evidence may 
have been available, particularly for substances typically used 
only in small quantities. Nevertheless, the review was 
independent and thorough. 

38. What are the large-volume ingredients, why are they used, and 
what is known about their health effects? 

ANSWER: Ingredients generally have been used in cigarettes 
for decades and are extensively used in foods. Most of these 
ingredients serve as casing materials, humectants, or 
processing aids. Processing aids, such as carbon dioxide, will 
remain in the final cigarettes only in trace quantities, if at all. 
Casing materials, such as sugar, smooth and balance the taste of 
a cigarette, and humectants, such as propylene glycol, serve to 
retain the moisture in cigarettes. A variety of tests have been 
done to evaluate the health effects of the major ingredients. 
These include tests by Philip Morris, as well as other work 
reflected in the published literature. Based on the available 
information, we believe that the addition to cigarettes of the 
ingredients on the list is not harmful to smokers. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/rsbkOOOO 
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39. How many know carcinogens are on the list of ingredients 
which was submitted to HHS? 

ANSWER; None of the ingredients on the Philip Morris list is 
considered a human carcinogen by HHS, the International 
•Agency for Research on Cancer, (IARC), or other recognized 
organizations which evaluate the carcinogenic potential of 
substances. 

40. Are natural extracts harmful? 

ANSWER: Natural extracts are used in a multitude of foods, 
drugs, and other products. Criticism of their use in cigarettes is 
contrary to FDA's approval of such extracts for use in many 
other products. And a review of the scientific literature does 
not justify any cause for concern. 

41. Has Philip Morris ever used cloves, eugenol or coumarin in 
their cigarettes? 

ANSWER: Yes. Philip Morris discontinued use of coumarin in 
1972. Although Philip Morris has never manufactured clove 
cigarettes. We have previously used clove flavorings. The use 
of clove flavorings was discontinued in the mid-1980’s 
following public concern regarding clove cigarettes. We do not 
believe the use of clove flavorings in cigarettes is harmful to 
smokers. 

42. A government scientist referred in an article a few years ago in 
Mother Tones magazine to an unidentifiable "Compound X" 
which he had discovered in a cigarette. Does this compound 
really exist, and if so, what does Philip Morris know about it? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris has no information about the specific 
compound which is referred to but not identified in the Mother 
. Tones article. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/rsbkOOOO 
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43. Isn't it true that you really do not know what effect these 
ingredients are having on the health, of smokers? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris has reviewed the scientific literature 
on ingredients and, where appropriate, we have conducted our 
own tests to obtain additional scientific evidence. Philip Morris 
believes that the addition to cigarettes of the ingredients on 
our list is not harmful to smokers. 

44. Don't ingredients simply add to the danger presented by • 
cigarettes? 

ANSWER: Philip Morris acknowledges that smoking has been 
identified as a risk factor for the development of certain 
diseases, but we do not believe that it has been established 
that cigarette smoking causes disease in smokers, or that the 
addition to cigarettes of our ingredients is harmful to smokers. 
We have reviewed the extensive scientific literature on 
ingredients, conducted our own tests where appropriate and 
concluded that the addition of the ingredients on our list to 
cigarettes is not harmful. 

45. Shouldn't the United States have a list of approved ingredients, 
as in Great Britain or West Germany? 

ANSWER: The Federal Cigarette Labeling and Advertising Act 
provides HHS with ample authority to review the ingredients in 
use. Current regulation of ingredients is flexible, in that it 
permits product innovation and still allows HHS to monitor 
the use of ingredients. We do not believe that any change in 
this approach is necessary. 

46. In light of the nonchalant way in which the cigarette industry 
has used untested additives in billions of cigarettes every year, 
isn't it time that the ingredients were brought under the aegis 
of the FDA? 
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ANSWER: Philip Morris believes very strongly that it has 
acted in a responsible and scientifically rigorous manner. A 
review of our recently released company ingredients list will 
demonstrate that there is no need for cigarette ingredients to 
be regulated. 

47. Several ingredients added to tobacco are regulated as 
hazardous substances by EPA or other governmental agencies. 
Aren't these ingredients harmful in cigarettes? 

ANSWER: No. The ingredients referred to as being hazardous 
substances are processing aids that appear in final cigarette 
products in minute quantities, if at all. Moreover, a report by a 
panel of five independent toxicologists recently concluded that 
all ingredients used in tobacco by Philip Morris, including those 
referred to, are not harmful. 

48. Is nicotine extracted and reintroduced, or otherwise added to 
tobacco during the manufacturing process? 

ANSWER: No. Philip Morris does not follow any process in 
which nicotine is extracted and reintroduced to tobacco except 
through the production of reconstituted tobacco sheet. This 
process results in a decrease in nicotine in the finished sheet 
compared to the tobacco entering the process. The only 
significant source of nicotine in finished cigarettes is the 
tobacco. 

49. Shouldn’t the federal government require disclosure of the 
identity of ingredients on cigarette packages? 

ANSWER: No. Such disclosure is unnecessary for public 
protection and it would compromise the trade secret status of 
ingredient information. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/rsbkOOOO 
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Under Section 7 of the Federal Cigarette Labeling and 
Advertising Act (the "Act"), each company that manufactures, 
packages or imports cigarettes must provide annually to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, ("HHS") a list of 
ingredients added to tobacco in the manufacture of cigarettes. 
Ingredient lists have been provided to HHS by the major 
American cigarette manufacturers, including Philip Morris, 
since the Act became effective in 1986. The Act recognizes 
that ingredient information is highly sensitive trade secret 
data, and it bars disclosure of this information. 

The Act also requires HHS to review the scientific and 
health information relating to ingredients, to evaluate the 
safety of ingredients and to report to Congress on that 
evaluation. Congress, in turn, may take appropriate action 
based upon HHS' findings. 

The vast majority of cigarette ingredients are components 
of confidential flavor formulations. Individual flavors of this 
kind are not required to be identified on the labels of food or 
other consumers products. Other cigarette ingredients are 
processing aids which remain in the final cigarette in minute 
quantities, if at all. Processing aids also are not required to be 
identified on food labels. 

Disclosure of ingredients on cigarette packages would not 
enhance public safety, would not provide meaningful 
information to cigarette purchasers and would jeopardize the 
closely guarded trade secret status of cigarette ingredient 
information. 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/rsbkOOOO 





